Conclusion. SEA caused by S.aureus is more likely to present with SIRS and associated bacteremia. The intraoperative and needle aspiration cultures were of higher yield in S.aureus infections. Vertebral discitis and osteomyelitis on imaging appears to be relatively delayed in S.aureus infection. This may be explained by the virulent nature of S. aureus that may lead to a rapid epidural involvement prior to the onset of imaging abnormalities consistent with discitis or osteomyelitis. Furthermore, a subgroup analysis revealed no differences between the infections caused by methicillin-resistant S.aureus and methicillin-sensitive S. aureus.
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